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What differentiates a story from information? 
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Your ideasé.

The problem about distinguishing fact from fiction

. é.Stories contain facts

The elements of a story ïstructures, narrative arcsé 

Levelling up information ïflows, orders, sequencing é.

Empirical information as opposed to conveying a particular 

perspective é 



Thinking about storytelling 

A story is different. It does not expend itself. It preserves and 
concentrates its strength and is  capable of releasing it even after 
a long time åWater Benjamin (1892 -1940)

We live in storied worlds. 

άhǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƭƛŦŜΧέ [Ŝǿƛǎ όнлммύ
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Anthropology as theoretical storytelling:

-Storytelling as method of narration (e.g. an event, a practice, belief¤)

- As means of organising writing (structuring)

- Putting certain points of arguments across

-Approaching theory (i.e. ¯storytelling as theoretical strategy°) 

Carole McGranahan (2020) 



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ ǇǊŀȄƛǎΚ

òStart with the story that must be told é.ó
ά{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎ Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳΦ Φ Φέ ςKirin Narayan  

5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ DŜŜǊǘȊƛŀƴ άthick ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴέ
- {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŘǊŜŀƳǿƻǊƭŘǎ όƘƻǇŜǎΣ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧύ ς

Repetitive (tell of ways of knowing and being)

- Characters, plot, temporal and spatial scales, form, goal, 

tensions;

- {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ άǘǊǳǘƘǎέ όƴƻǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǎ ǊŜ-
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ κέǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊƳ ǳǎέΣ [ŜǿƛǎΣ 
2011) 

- Which and whose stories matter (is a question of power relations) 

- Yet, stories told in order to a. yet to the point  b. to make a point, yet rarely 
are stories the point itself. (McGranahan, 2020). 

5



¢ƘŜ άƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǳǊƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

ω Where are the places and spaces for storytelling in research? 

ω Can storytelling become research? Is it enough just to share the story? Can 
research create a space for the storyteller and her story? 

ω Is the story the thing or is it the telling? 

ω What would the narrative be without research?  Lewis (2011)

Value in narrative research 
- Stories s sacred / Stories as spaces of resistance / giving voice to the less visible

ñcreate a place for the storyteller to share her story 

without the interpretation of the narrative researcherò 

de Certeau(1984)

- Endings may reveal more (within and beyond closure)

- Social lives and afterlives of stories ςwhat makes them sacred/

profane, compelling, uniting/polarising etc.?
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The micropolitics of storying worlds

For some, storytelling renders them indifferent. But even more 
nefariously, storytelling also kills; it maims and silences many 
peopleτeven deep in their dreamscapes.

Epifania Amoo-Adare (2021)

- Language that is used (the written word is always privileged 
than the spoken)

- ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǇƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ όL ŀƳ ŀΧΦύ

- The body/iesthat you represent mostly ourselves ς
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ άǿŜέ όƛΦŜΦ  ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻŎŜƴǘǊƛǎƳύ 

- The secrets and silences we keep (or are compelled to)

- The spirits we conjure up and/or disbelieve in

- Multiplicity of identities we juggle (more than intersectional, 
but also having horizontal and vertical identity pathways, 
Amin Maalouf)

- The (mis)placed idea of selfhood - the sense of the 
individual or the collective (e.g. ubuntu)
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Narrative Collages 
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Narrative Collage as Method (Kostera, 2006)

- άŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ 
ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻǇƛŎΧέ  .ǳǘ ǿƘȅΚ

- Stories as natural mode of organising experience 
- Practice-based environments and organisational settings / 
When things cannot be described in matter-of-fact discourse 

- Useful to study performative definitions and linguistic statements on a topic

- άCƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ςάǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜέ όKostera, 2006: 6)



E.g. Gendered constructions in organisational 
research 
(Czarniawska and Calás, 1998 )

- DŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΩ
- Study designed around short stories of an archetype ςŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ άƘŜǊƻƛƴŜέ 
- Plots were similar (unfair treatment, discrimination etc.) ςbut no context behind 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǎƪŜǘŎƘŜŘΧ

- Students across 6 countries asked to fill-in for creative re-construction of the plot 
- Play with/at ideas ςat times genre chosen by respondent 
- Social imaginaries as reality (useful for speculative questions?)

ñPerformativities of Imaginationò

(Kostera)

- performatives are statements that define the state of things (Austin 1973(
- [ŀǘƻǳǊΩǎ ƻǎǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ όƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

within by actors to enable actions).. 
- Defy chronology (starting from the end) 



On Auto-ethnography
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Anthropology as the art if telling other 
peopleõs stories badlyé.

- Michael Taussig



More than personal storytelling?
- Autoethnography ςas the study of 

experience through the self/selfhood. 
Rather like mirrorwork? 

Makes it more than biography because:

- Broader focus on place and time 

- Problematizing that you take to 
know/take for granted 

- Interactions and communicative 
processes

- Understanding of the world vis-à-vis 
how others respond to us (questions of 
self-reflexivity)

- Emphasis on co-creation/co-production 
of experience/story 

- Self-reflection via visuals and artistic 
praxis, experimental, sensory, 
ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘΧ 12



Polarising camps within autoeth

13

Two polarizing camps of autoethnographers ïwith varying emphasis on auto 

(self), ethno (culture), graphy (process)   - Snyder, 2015 

https://nsuworks.nova.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2099&context=tqr


Getting Lost: An autoethnography of spatial (dis)location in a 
new place

Sam Almukhtar © 

-Getting lost in this particular space as a socio-cultural, highly localised experience  (broader 
significance beyond yourself) 
- What level of detail will you go into? 

- Questions of identity, belonging, sense of place, habits, un/familiar behaviour 
- What does the space say about you / which personal experiences connect and estrange? 

What of the experiences and encounters of/with others? 

- CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΚ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

- In your writing, how would you make connections between your self and your readership? 
Who are you writing for? 

Other ideas to be explored here

https://www.pinterest.de/SamChosen/
https://courses.edx.org/asset-v1:ASUx+ENG101x+2167A+type@asset+block@WP1_autoethnography.pdf


Group exercise 

Further discussion
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Thankyou!


